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a |. . - ~ n ° m,, - iNG °A TE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address- 

All claims being allowable, PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS (OR REMAINS) CLOSED in this appSTTnoUncyu^r 

o^eOff^ «- «** ^ withdrawal from issue at the initiative 

1 . H This communication is responsive to Applicant's amendment filed 30 November 9004 

2. [3 The allowed claim(s) is/are 18. 

3. £3 The drawings filed on 1 4 December 2000 are accepted by the Examiner. 

Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or(f). 
a)H All b)DSome* c)dNone of the: 

1. 13 Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. 

3. □ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this national stage application from the 
International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 

* Certified copies not received: . 

Shi!T I? EE , M f ? N T HS FR0M THE "FILING DATE" of this communication to file a reply complying with the requirements 
™,c ?™« ^ Ufe ,0 t,mely COmply wi " result in ABANDONMENT of this application 9 ^'rements 

THIS THREE-MONTH PERIOD IS NOT EXTENDABLE. 

5 ' D fNFS PATEN^AP^ ? Noto * e ONER'S AMENDMENT or NOTICE OF 

ini-ukmal PATENT APPLICATION (PTO-152) which gives reason(s) why the oath or declaration is deficient. 

6. □ CORRECTED DRAWINGS ( as "replacement sheets") must be submitted. 

(a) □ including changes required by the Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review ( PTO-948) attached 

1) □ hereto or 2) □ to Paper No /Mail Date . 

(b) □ including changes required by the attached Examiner's Amendment / Comment or in the Office action of 

Paper No /Mail Date . 

7. □ DEPOSIT OF and/or INFORMATION about the deposit of BIOLOGICAL MATERIAL mint hp ^..hmittoH m . 

attached Examiner's comment regarding REQUIREMENT FOR THE DEPOSIT OF ^L^tSl^SZ! ,tted - **** "* 



Attachment(s) 

1. □ Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 

2. □ Notice of Draftperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 

3. □ Information Disclosure Statements (PTO-1449 or PTO/SB/08) 

Paper No./Mail Date 

4. □ Examiner's Comment Regarding Requirement for Deposit 

of Biological Material 



U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 

PTOL-37 (Rev. 1-04) 



5. □ Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-152) 

6. □ Interview Summary (PTO-413), 

Paper No./Mail Date . 

7. IS Examiner's AmeR4mef#Comment 

8. □ Examiner's Statement of Reasons for Allowance 

9. □ Other . 
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Part of Paper No./Mail Date 1207200^ 
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Applicant's amendment after final rejection, filed November 30, 2004, cancels claims 1- 
5, 7-12, 14-17 and 19-24. In the amendment, claim 18 is indicated as "currently amended" and 
includes strikethrough, indicating deleted text. However, the examiner notes that all of the text 
that is indicated as deleted by strikethrough was deleted by a prior amendment. Claim 18 as 
presented in the November 30 th amendment is the same as claim 18 as presented in the 
amendment filed July 12, 2004. 

Applicant presents arguments with respect to various prior art rejections. The examiner 
notes that each of applicant's statements of a rejection under 35 U.S.C. 103 (a) includes an 
incorrect list of rejected claims. For example, in the final rejection mailed August 30, 2004, 
claims 1, 3-5, 14, 15, 19 and 21 were rejected as unpatentable over Tamano et al. (US 6,329,084 
B 1) whereas applicant's arguments filed November 30, 2004 indicate that this rejection was 
applied to claims 1, 3-5 and 14-16. Regardless, applicant's arguments are moot since all rejected 
claims have been cancelled. 

With respect to applicant's comments in the section headed "Claim Comments" (pages 4- 
5 of the November 30 th communication), the examiner notes that "p. 9, 13 of Office Action" 
refers to the Office action mailed March 02, 2004. The noted corrections to claim 18 were made 
in Applicant's amendment filed July 12, 2004, 



Claim 18 is the sole pending claim, and stands allowed. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication should be directed to Marie R Yamnitzkv at 
telephone number (571) 272-1531. The examiner works a flexible schedule but can generally be 
reached at this number from 6:30 a m. to 4:00 p.m. Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday and 
every other Wednesday from 6:30 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 

n r Th f , CU1Tent faX nUmber f0r Art Unit 1774 is ( 703 ) 87 2-9306 for all official faxes 
(Unofficial taxes to be sent directly to examiner Yamnitzky can be sent to (571) 273-1531.) 




